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Dear Force Firearms Lead,

I write to inform you of the publication of a revised memorandum of understanding (MOU) in respect of the transportation of armed officers by Coastguard helicopter. 

You will be aware that the previous MOU was published in 2018, following consultation between the NPCC Armed Policing Portfolio, the National Police Air Service (NPAS) and the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA). The MOU articulates the circumstances in which Coastguard aircraft, managed by the MCA, can be used to transport armed officers and the processes required to access this capability. 

The revised MOU is published following a joint review by the relevant parties, informed by operational learning from recent incidents and the changes in police capability since the last iteration was published. 

In addition to providing access to a capability to transport armed officers by air to locations on land, the revised MOU enables the delivery of armed officers to a vessel at sea in certain circumstances. This is limited to situations where there is a threat to life, there is no other viable option and where the transfer of armed officers is to an identified ‘cold zone’ on the vessel. The identification of a cold zone is informed by a multi-agency assessment, which will include MCA personnel. It should be recognised that this MOU does not provide a method by which to deliver officers into a tactical situation on either land or sea.  

The revised MOU also clarifies the requirements in respect of briefing and the provision of personal protective equipment for armed officers being transported by air. 

I would remind you that any force making a call for service under this MOU will be locally liable for the costs of the use of the Coastguard helicopter in line with the
MCA interdepartmental charging rate.

I am copying this circular to your force operational lead. 

If you have any questions in relation to this revised document, in the first instance please contact Richard Thomas (Head of Specialist and CT Armed Policing (SCTAP) Unit) Richard.thomas.armedpolicing@met.police.uk

Yours sincerely
[image: Simon Chesterman]      
Simon Chesterman QPM
NPCC National Armed Policing Portfolio Lead

cc: Force Operational Lead
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